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Fourth, how were the Jews recruited to settle in Colchester? 

Fifth, why and how did other Jews, not sponsored by the Baron de Hirsch Foundation, settle ir 
Colchester? 

Sixth, what was the socio-economic background of the first Jewish settlers? 

Seventh, how did the Colchester Jewish community grow economically, socially, culturally? Wha Jewish 
institutions were developed to satisfy community needs? 

Eighth, after one hundred years, how many current members of the Jewish community can trace theii roots to 
the founding farnilie�? 

Finally, to what extent is there an historical link between the Jewish community in Colchester and the Jews from 
Eastern Europe who lived in shtetls* during the latter half of the nineteenth century? How has the mentality of 
shtetl life from that period influenced Jewish community life in Colchester� 

In embarking on the research for this project, I made a conscious decision that the goal of thii 
undertaking was to relate the history of Colchester Jewry as educational enlightenment for past anc current 
Jewish residents of Colchester. Although this study may be of interest to Jewish historians, iti acceptability by 
scholars would require careful notations of research sources. 

I opted to present this study in a more popular style for the edification of the reader who is not , specialist 
in American Jewish history. However, in the Acknowledgments after the Epilogue, I explair the methodology in 
collecting the data. Note also the Bibliography on sources that were consulted. 

Colchester Jews endured many hardships during the past one hundred years. Nonetheless, the) 
experienced a tranquil, placid life style that generated warm, inner satisfaction. For them, Colcheste1 provided a 
wonderful community for enjoyment with family and friends. That is the story I tell in th<: ensuing chapters. 

* See next chapter for discussion of shtetl life in Eastern Europe.
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